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The Charlotte Observer 


“We're lucky to have lived ... 


in the time of Billy Graham’ 


A former 
president 
joins the 
mourners 


BY JIM MORRILL 
Jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 


Former President George 
W. Bush left with a simple 
message Monday after 
honoring a man he credits 
with changing his life. 

“God bless Billy Gra- 
ham,” Bush told reporters. 

Accompanied by Franklin 
Graham, Bush and his wife, 
Laura, viewed the casket 
inside Billy Graham’s child- 
hood home near the library 
named for the late evange- 
list. Graham died Wednes- 
day at age 99. 

“Laura and I are honored 
to be able to come pay our 
respects to the Graham 
family, and more impor- 
tantly to be able to say 
goodbye to a person who 
was influential in our lives 
and influential in the lives 
of millions,” Bush told re- 
porters after spending about 
30 minutes in the home. “If 
there’s such as thing as a 
humble shepherd of the 
Lord, Billy Graham is that 
person. I am unbelievably 
blessed to have met him.” 

Bush met Graham in 1985 
at the home of his grand- 
mother in Kennebunkport, 
Maine. Shortly after, the 
two men went for a walk by 
the sea. 

“T was captivated by 
him,” Bush wrote last week 
in the Wall Street Journal. 
“He had a powerful pres- 
ence, full of kindness and 
grace, and a keen mind.” 


SEE BUSH, 8A 


RON NICKEL Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 


Former President George W. Bush, right, and Laura Bush pay their respects to Billy Graham, accompanied by Graham’s son Franklin. 


BY TIM FUNK 
tfunk@charlotteobserver.com 

BY RICK ROTHACKER 
rrothacker @charlotteobserver.com 


parade of mourners 

filed by the casket of 

evangelist Billy Gra- 

ham on a soggy Mon- 
day in Charlotte, paying their 
respects to a local son who went 
on to become America’s most 
famous preacher and kicking off 
a week of events commemorat- 
ing his remarkable life. 

Visitors, dressed in everything 
from Carolina Panthers gear to 
suits and ties, waited patiently 
for their chance to view Gra- 
ham’s closed casket in a tribute 
held on the grounds of the Billy 
Graham Library. The guests 


JEFF SINER jsiner@charlotteobserver.com 


Admirers file past the closed casket of the Charlotte-born evangelist 
on the grounds of the Billy Graham Library on Monday. 


included former President 
George W. Bush and his wife, 
Laura. 

Graham, who died last week 


at his home in Montreat at age 
99, will continue to lie in repose 
in Charlotte on Tuesday, when 
former President Bill Clinton is 


expected to pay his respects. On 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
Graham’s body will lie in honor 
at the U.S. Capitol before re- 
turning home for Friday’s fu- 
neral service, which is expected 
to be attended by President 
Donald Trump. 

Charles Connor III of Cataw- 
ba County got up at 4 a.m. to be 
one of the first members of the 
public to file past the casket. 

“Tt’s just history,” said Con- 
nor, 60, an insurance broker. 
“We’re lucky in this area to 
have lived in the time of Billy 
Graham.” 

Connor and his wife went 
with their children to Graham’s 
1996 crusade in Charlotte. 

He said he had to return to 
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US SUPREME COURT 


Trump rebuffed as relief extended for ‘Dreamers’ 


BY DAVID G. SAVAGE 
Tribune News Service 


WASHINGTON 

The Supreme Court handed 
President Donald Trump a sig- 
nificant defeat Monday, turning 
down the administration’s plea 
for a quick ruling that would 
have upheld the president’s 
power to end special protections 


for so-called Dreamers. 

The court’s decision keeps in 
place a legal shield for nearly 
700,000 young immigrants for 
the rest of this year, and perhaps 
longer, allowing people who 
have been covered by the Oba- 
ma-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program to 
continue living and working 
legally in the U.S. Those whose 
existing DACA permits expire 


this year will also be allowed to 
apply for another two-year per- 
mit. 

Although the court’s action 
removes for now the threat of 
job loss and deportation, it also 
will extend the long-term un- 
certainty for the Dreamers - 
young immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. illegally as 
children. Congress has been 
stymied on a legislative solution 


to their situation, and without 
an immediate deadline to force 
action, lawmakers almost cer- 
tainly will not try again to forge 
a compromise on immigration 
before this fall’s midterm elec- 
tions. 

Last September, Trump an- 
nounced that he would end the 
DACA program and gave Con- 
gress until March 5 to pass legis- 
lation to resolve the legal status 


of the Dreamers. Then, in early 
January, U.S. District Judge 
William Alsup in San Francisco 
ordered the government to keep 
the DACA program running 
until legal challenges could be 
fully aired, ruling that Trump’s 
order had been based on a 
“flawed legal premise.” A dis- 
trict judge in New York this 
month issued a similar ruling. 
In seeking to get Alsup’s order 
overturned, the Justice Depart- 
ment sought to leapfrog the U.S. 


SEE DACA, 2A 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

. : n Business 5A Editorial 9A Nation 3A 
To subscribe or report delivery issues, Classified 6B Horoscope 8B Obituaries 6A Ni Ill HL ll | 
800-532-5350 or charlotteobserver.com/customer-service Comics 8B Lottery 2A Sports 1B 7 "8352054321"! 8 


Randy Marion is the 
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